






Reinstate Empty Property Relief

Empty Property Relief was removed in the 2007 Budget at the peak of the property market, to encourage
owners to bring empty property back into use as soon as possible. However, in the current climate, where it
can be difficult for landlords to rapidly lease properties, commercial landlords are under increasing pressure
with reports that some firms are finding it more profitable to demolish buildings than pay the extra tax now
required.

ICBA calls on the Government to reinstate Empty Property Relief. In the alternative, the Government should
extend the temporary increase in the threshold for the Empty Property Relief for empty commercial
properties from the current £15,000 level which benefits few properties.

New homes and planning

NAEA and ARLA are concerned at the lack of new homes constructed during the past few years; the latest
housing statistics for England show that 55% fewer house starts took place in the 12 months to September
2009 compared to the 2005-06 peak.

The planning system has not taken into account the way the economy has impacted on the supply of newThe planning system has not taken into account the way the economy has impacted on the supply of new
dwellings. Instead, attempts to streamline the planning system have led to an increase in regulations for
developers, and so more delays to house-building. Commercial lending also needs to increase in order for
these developers to fund new schemes.

NAEA and ARLA call on the Government to make housebuilding one of its top priorities, in recognition of the
current crisis of supply in the housing market. The ongoing decline in housebuilding will lead to a permanent
skills loss from the sector, as workers seek alternative forms of employment, which we believe the
Government must try to prevent. The Government must consider an overhaul of the planning system to
enable developments to progress at a faster rate.

Government regulation of the letting and sales agentsGovernment regulation of the letting and sales agents

Estate and letting agents are currently un-regulated, meaning that anyone can set up an agency without the
appropriate qualifications or industry knowledge. NAEA and ARLA believe that regulation of sales and letting
agents is the quickest and most effective method to eliminate unprofessional and unqualified agents from the
sales and rental market.

In the absence of a government run scheme, ARLA and NAEA are in the process of introducing licensing
schemes for its members, which we believe will provide the most effective protection for consumers that is
currently on offer.
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